
money which *w expected to be expended. What aa

mount of disappointment and dissatisfaction would followupon the abandonment of all the* project! was

clearly foreseen by Gen. Jackaon; but his unbending purposewas Axed, aad he raaolved to eucounter all to the
discharge of a high aad solemn duty. .

X* It would require a maa of more than ordinary decision
and Amines* of porpoee to encounter the oMOMbon
which would naturally array itself against the defeat of
the contemplated projects of internal improvement. But.
when it is borne in mind that an equally heme aad powerfulopposition was to be encountered in proposing to

bring down the tariff duties to an economical revenue
standard.and that, in combination with both, another still
more violent and potent oppoeition, In Consequence of the
proposition to defeat a rechartor of the United States
Bank, was to be eacouutered.wa are lost ia wonder and
admiration of the maa who had the moral courage to
enter upou so stupendous aa undertaking. Men of ordinarystature would shrink back in despair before such
obaiaclpe; hut impelled by a high sense of duty, and lookingalone to the ultimate glory and happiness of hie country.Andrew Jackaon cheerfully "took the responsibility"
and put opposition at defiance.
The result has proved that the reforms proposed by

Gen. Jackson were not impracticable: the extravagant
m:hemes of internal improvement, in contemplation, were
arrested by the veto of the Maysviiie road bill.the Bank
of the United States sunk to nee no more under the veto
of the bill for its racharter.and the protective tariff policy
was forced to yield to the compromise act of 1833.
Thaaa results were attained through eight years of intenseaad uninterrupted public excitement. From the
commencement to tne close of hie administration the

S'rit of party, and not unfreqoently of faction, raged
oughout the Union. Uur entire population became

warm politicians and active partisans. The eyes oi (he
whole country were fixed with deep solicitude' upon the

-» hulls of Congress. There the warfare of parties was
waged with fiercest fury. The higneat talents of the
country were engaged in the conflict. Prominent in all
these collisions of intellectual gladiators was Jan. K. Pollt.
He concurred cordially in the several reforms proposedby Gen. Jackson.they were reforms which his own
judgment had approred before Gen. Jackson succeeded to
power. He had then beei) a member ot Congress four
years, and had established a reputation for euperior abilitiesHe was the devoted personal as well as politicalfriend of Geo. Jackson, tt waa therefore natural that Gen.
Jackaon should repose peculiar confidence in him, and
that he ahottld become bis most conspicuous supporter in
the Hoots of Representatives. With every discussion
that took place his reputation increased, until by commoncontent he was regarded aa the leader of the Jackeonforces in the Honed of Representatives. Whenever
General Jackson was attacked.and the attacks were
daily.Mr. Polk waa prompt, bold, and efficient in his
vindication. No matter from wboee stalworth arm the
blow came, he was there to return it with equal power.His antagonists in these conflicts were no pigmies; they
were intellectual giants in debate; amongst them were
the McDuffies, the Adamses, the Binneye, and a hoet of
others, wboee splendid talents have given lustre to
American eloquence. How he acquittedhimself in these
high intellectual rencounters may be best determined
from the success which crowned his efforts, and from the
fact that many of the distinguished men who were his
antagonists in these discussions sought every opportunityin alter life to testify their appreciation of his talents.
The people looked on as witnesses of these exciting and
sometimes angry debates. Their judgment as to his
abilities was manifested in 1844, by the alacrity and enthusiasmwith which tbsy received and supported his
nomination to the presidency. How he was appreciatedby his political friends in Congress was clearly shown in
his election by them, on two occasions, to preside as
Speaker over their deliberations..
Mr. Polk filled the office of Speaker of the House of

Representatives during four years of high party excitement.In his own language, this was "at all times an
office of great labor and responsibility." It was peculiarly
so during his administration of the office; but the united
judgment of all parties has long since decided that he
met its labors and responsibilities with ability, dignity,and impartiality. More points of parliamentary law and
order were made during nis two terms of service than hadbeen made from the beginning of the government. He
decided tbem all with promptness, and on every occasion
was sustained by the judgment of the House, without
distinction of parties. He retired from the S|>eakershipand from Congress in 1839, carrying with him the respectof his political opponents and the warm attachment and
admiration of his political friends throughout the Union.

After retiring from Congress Mr. Polk canvassed our
State three times as a candidate for governor, in his
first contest he was successful; in the last two he was
unsuccessful. His speeches in these canvasses have been
admired by all as amongst the finest specimens of popular
oratory ever witnessed in our State. Without disparagementto other distinguished genilemen who have canvasaedthe Slate for governor, I may be permitted to remark,that the discussions between Governor Jones and
Governor Polk were distinguished on both sides for their
ability and eloquence.

Mr. Polk closed his gubernatorial term of service in
1841, and from that period until his elevation to the
presidency, in 1844, he was assiduously and successfullyengaged in the practice of the law.
The nomination of Mr. Polk to the presidency by the

Democratic National Convention, in the spring of 1844,
was unexpected to him. His uamt had been freely used
for several years in connexion with the vice presidency;bnt for the presidency the public attention bad been directedto the names of older members of the party. Mr.
Van Buren would, in all probability, have received the
nomination, but for his exceptionable views on the annexationof Texas, a question which was then a prominentsnbject of discussion before the public. By way of
securing the harmonious co-operation of the democratic
party, the delegates wisely determined to go outside of
the names to which public attention had been attracted,
and to select a nominee whose known principles and distinguishedservices would command the cordial supportof the entiru party. The name of James K. Polk was
suggested and approved. He became the nominee of the
convention, and by the voice of his countrymen waa elevatedto the preaidsMV.

It ie impossible, within the limits of an addrees, to do
justice to the brilliant succession of important measures
which have rendered illaetrioastheadministintion of PresidentPolk. His fow years of service stand without a
parallel, in this or nay other government, for the number
and magnitude of the measures matured nod consummated.
Almost every legitimate subject of either foreign or domesticpolicy came up for consideration, and received final
action. In a government like ours, where unrestrainedfreedom of thotwht is rktriilml »« lha main nmnr,,.

tire of rational liberty* there will be neceaMhty a divereityof opinion as to the ultimate wiadoin of some of
these measure*. Whilst we freely concede to each other
entire sincerity and honesty in our reepeetire opinions, no
just exception can be taken to a frank and distinct avowalof the grounds on which thoae who concur in the wiadoinof hia measures beliere that the late ex-i'resident is
entitled to the gratitude of his countrymenIn sketching the congressional career of Mr. Polk, I
hare giren you some idea of the distinguished part whichha bore in overthrowing the measures of finance, rare
nne. and currency which then prerailed. From the date
of the orerthrow of these measures until the accession of
Mr. Polk to the presidency, the policy of the gorernment
was (unsettled and mediating. Upon him who had
achieved ao ranch distinction in prostrating the old systemderolred the duty of rearing upon its rains a new
stiucture. The new system of finance and revenue recoqimendedby him has now been in successful operationfor aareral yeaA, and each additional year's eiperisneebut increases tbs admiration of those who concur
in the wisdom and akill with which it was constructed
Our reranue system now rests upon the basis of taxation
according to vaitu.m principle of eternal justica, as iu
advocates believe, which ought to commend itself to univenalsupport Thus far it has proved entirely practiceMe and eminently successful Experience may, and
doabtiese will, engjgaat modifications of the relative rales
of SOSM of the unties, hut it is sincerely hoped by its
friends that the grant fundamental principle on which the
system reels wilfeorer he iwturbed.

In connexion with oar praeent rarenne policy, the commercialinterests of the country ore rejoicing in the bene- J
fits derived from the adoption of the warehousing systemThis measure has broken up the monopoly in the importtrade heretofore enjoyed by large capitalists, and nam
opened up the channels of commerce to free and advantageouscompetition. It is but another step in the progresstowards free trade which is characteristic of our age.
The lecal system adopted by President Polk's administrationhas proved equally as successfnl as hia revenue

< mrihm The immense revenues derived from taxes and
other soerces are no longer mingled with the funds of
banking corporations as part of their trading capital; bat
under lbs simple operations of the independent treasurylaw, are kept, disbursed, and transmitted by the govern-ment's own agents. Although this measure encountered
the most violent and determined opposition when it was
first proposed, it* operation for several years has been so
simple, silent, and salutary, that its wisdom has almost
ceased to be questioned in our political discussions.
The policy adopted and recommended by Prmident

Polk in regard to our public lands was characterized hyviews of liberality, humanity, and patriotism, which
must ever command respect. He regarded our vast pubIkdomain as valuable less as a source of revenue than
as furnishing cheap homes to the hardy enterprising pioneers.In nis first annual message he said: " Experiencehas proved that no portion of our population are
more patriotic than the hardy and brave men of the frontier,or more ready to obey the call of their country, and
to defend her rights and nonor, whenever and by whateverenemy assailed. They should be protected from the
grasping speculator, and secured, ut the minimum priee
of the public lands, in the humble homes which they

have unproved by ibeir labor With thieend in view, el
vexatious or unnecessary restrictions imposed upon then
by the existing pre-emption laws should be repealed 01
modified It is the true policy of the government to af
ford facilities to its citir.en* to become owners of smal
portions of ottr vast public domain at loUr and moderati
rates "

Tliese are uoble sentiments.worthy the statesman, tin
patriot, and the philanthropist. He was in favor of ojieii
ing wide the door and inviting emigration from the olil
and densely populated portions of the country to the fer
tile regions of the far west. He regarded our public do
main aa valuable iu the preservation of our republicaiinstitutions, because it serves as an asyluui for al
who may feel themselves oppressed by the power of as
eociated capital and overgrown wealth in the old anc
densely populated States. He regarded it as squall)valuable in rsarin* up a race of sturdy republicans wht
never fail to rally to the standard of their countn
whenever their services are needed. Belying witl
unshaken contidenre upon the security furnishec
by the federative character of our Union, Mr. Pollt
discarded and repudiated the antiquated doctrine tha
the territorial limits of n republic could not be en
larged without endangering iu strength and perpetuityHe hnd no feare of seeing the "area of freedom" extend
ed too far i he believed that our glorious constitution wm
broad enough to embrace a confederacy of sovereigntiei
extending from ocean to ocean, and that by its externum
the Union would lose nothing in strength or durability.

In regard to our intercourse with foreign nations, I'resi
dent Nik adopted the principle promulgated by one ol
his illustrious predecessors.(o demand nothing that tea.
not cioarlu right, and to submit to nothing that tea

wrong, hnrly in bis administration, he had occasion s
apply this principle in regard to a pending difficulty will
Great Britain as to the Oregon territory. This had beei
a subject of frequent, but fruitless, negotiation betweei
the two govemmenM for more than a quarter of a cen
tury. Our government claimed the teriitory (ts iU owi
property: but under the arrangement lor a joint occupation of the country* it lthd become in effect a Brittsl
province* governed by British laws. Three proposition)
to Compromise the questions of till^ and boundary hat
utxu imuc >im icjrcicu. in ueiereiite iu lue ucuoil Ul mi

predecessors, President Polk renewed one of the propositions of compromise, but it met with its former fate
In this state ot things, he determined to infuse into oui
diplomacy a degree of energy which it had not exhibited
for years. Upon the rejection of the proposed compromisehe ordered the proposition to be immediately withdrawn
and our title to the whole of Oregon to be distinctly as
serted to the British government. He communicated hit
proceedings to Congress, and recommended that the notict
tor the cessation of the joint occupation of the territoryshould be immediately given. There was a promptness
openness, and directness in this policy, to which th<
British government had not been accustomed in her lati
diplomacy. Mr. Polk Was resolved to be rto longer de'
layed or baffled in the settlement Of the question by diplomaticevasions or procrastinations. Our citizens whcbad settled in Oregon were calling for the protection oltheir government.they had been neglected already toe
long. Mr. Polk determined to bring the difficulty to an
immediate and direct issue. The result proved the wis
dom of his statesmanship. By the firmness, frankness
and directness of his policy, the settlement of the question could no longer be evaded by British counsels with
out assuming the high responsibility of a rupture be
tween the two governments. Mr. Polk is entitled to thi
credit of great sagacity in selecting the time lor presein«this question. British pride might well be expected tc
meet his policy in a tone and spirit of defiance; hut Brit
ish statesmen could not but know that quch a responsiwould be tantamount to a declaration of war. Urea
Britain was in no condition for such a declaration, auc
hence concluded, upon the principle that "discretion 11
the better part of valor," to concede What she had s<
long and so pertinaciously denied to us. Thus ended ar
international difficulty which had baffled the ablest di
plomatists for more than l wenty-fiva years. In its settle
ment our national honor was preserved, and our nationa
domain greatly enlarged. Thousands upon thousands 0!
bold adventurers and brave pioneers will find homes it
the territory thus rescued from British usurpation, and
under the benign influence of our constitution and laws
will pour out their grateful hearts in commendations o
the wisdom and firmness of the President, whose policyhas added such an empire to the national domain.

In the final adjustment of the Oregon question, bywhich a government was provided for the territory, it be
came the duty of Mr. Polk to take his position on thi
subject of slavery, as connected with our territorial gov
ernments. The bill presented for his action contained i
clause prohibiting slavery in the Oregon Territory. Hi
approved the bill; but to avoid any misconstruction o
the act, he accomyiaiiied its return to Congress with ;

special message, in which be recognised the obligatory
character of the Missouri compromise line, and on tlia
basis rested his approval of the law. He did not placithe obligatory character of the compromise upon ill
force as an act of Congress, passed in pursuance of thi
mnatitutinn : liut an a fnvpnanl into hu ll»a» iu.<

divisions of our Union, for ibe observance of which tin
sacred honor of the contracting parties was pledged. il<
regarded the Oregon Territory as embraced within tbi
spirit of this compromise, and on that account lha
a disapproval of the hilt would be obnoxious to tbi
imputation of a violation of the solemn pledge. A
the same time he distinctly avowed his purpose U
disapprove any act which might attempt to inter
fere with this compromise by prohibiting slavery it
territory south of the line, thereby adopting and recognising this compromise line as the true nasis for the set
dement of this agitating question. Time must proviwhether any other basis can be found better calculated ti
harmonize the conflicting views on this exciting subjectNo subject has taken stronger hold upon the publiimind within the last few years than did the measure o
the annexation of Texas to the United States in 1644
It exerted a controlling influence upon the selection of f
democratic candidate tor the presidency, and during tin
excited caavasa which followed iysas the most agitatimtopic of popular diacussion. Mr.Tolk waa an early aru
ardent advocate of the proposed annexation. Hia warm
est sympathies were enlisted in behalf of the citizens ol
Texas. Many of them had been hia early and devotee
personal friends. Ha had watched with interest theii
noble resistance of Mexican oppression, and rejoiced ma
eerely in the splendid victory of San Jacinto, which se
cured their independence. He was also the advocate ol
annexation upon high principles of national policy. H<
believed that the acquisition of the vast fertile territoryof Texas would add greatly to the commercial and agricultural wealth of the nation. He considered it as a pariof the great Mississippi valley, which bad been improperly torn asunder by the Florida treaty, and that its res.
loration waa essential to the aecurity of the vast interest'
which were constantly freighted upon the hossm of the
Mississippi. He a* evidences of a purpose on the panof Great Britain to secure a controlling influence over the
counsels of Texas, and he saw the dangers which threatened(he interests of the great Mississippi valley from
ruch an influence. His views on this subject harmonize!
freely with the |>opular sentiment of the country, and hi*
election was universally regarded as a verdict of the popularmind in favor of annexation. The moral influence
of this result upon Congress was so decided, that the
passage of the annexation resolutions was precipitatedprevious to Mr. Folk's inauguration as President, leaving
to him the work of consummating what had already been
commenced.
The duties which devolved upon Presidrnt Polk in

perfecting the measure of annexation were of a characterof delicacy and responsibility that called for the highestorder of statewnanship. Two days after bis inauguration, the Mexican minister, resident at Washington,protested against the resolutions of annexation as viola-
live of the rights of hie government, end abruptly de
manded hie passports. This protest was baaed upon the
aaaumption that Texas was still a Mexican province, ami
was a denial of her existence aa a separate and independ
rnt republic. It was a repudiation of the right of revolutionto which Mexico herself was indebted for her nationalexistence, and to which ourgovernment appeal*
as the basis of our independence. Texas had exercised
this right, sad had maintained it so triumphantly that for
nearly nine years no hostile Mexican foot had trod uponher soil Most of the leading powers of Europe, as well
as our own government, had acknowledged and recognisedher claim to separata nationality, she was <Ujartand dt facto a free and independent government. The
denial of her rights in the manner which characterized
the conduct of the Mexican minister was an insult to our
national honor which would have justified measures of
redrees far more prompt and stringent than those adoptedby Mr. .Polk. Actuated, however, by a sincere desire
for peace, and sympathizing cordially with a feeble sisterrepublic, he sought to overcome the infatuation ofMexico by the exercise of forbearance and conciliation
He remonstrated earnestly, but respectfully, with the
Mexican minister upon the absurdity of his positions,and having failed to make an impression on him, Mr.
Polk despatched an envoy to the Mexican governmentwith fall powers to adjust and reconcile all questions ol
dispute. The Mexican government met this noble offet
of conciliation with renewed insult, and prepared to reclaimTexas at the point of the bayonet. It was not thr
Texas between the Rio Grande and the Nusees that she
sent her army to recoimuer and reclaim, but Texas from
the Rio Grande to the Sabine It was not a mere questionaa to the boundary of Texas for which Mexico appealedto arms, hut her claim to the whole of Texes w«i
to be thus vindicated. Impelled by an infatuation whichbordered on absolute madness, she resolved to put in
inane the secred principle involved in the right of revolution,and to enbmlt its decision to the arbitrament of
war
Whilst Mr. Polk was seeking to avoid a hostile col

lision by measures of forbearance and conciliation, he
was not unmindful of the high responsibility which restedupon him, to he fully prepared to meet the threatened
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I invasion of our toil. When the Mexican (often concenitraied on the Rio Ofamle, they fouiui there our gallant lit

tie army of regular*, prepared to meet them on the
threshold.- Whatever contrariety of opinion may exiet

I a* to the com menceinent of hostilities, there cau be noue
? a* to the skill and energy with which the war was prosecutedafter it waa cointbenced. The summon* to arms
) was responded to with ait alacrity and enthusiasm which

characterize none but freemen Army after army was

I raised, concentrated, organized, and marched from the
remotest quarter* of the Union to different nouit* of the
Mexican territory with so inueh rapidity and in ao short

1 a space of time, that we are at a loss which most lo AdImire, the energy and promptitude of the executive officers
of the government, or the courage, skill, perseveranceI and patriotism of the officers and soldiers of the several

r divisions of the genera) army. .In quick succession, at
iter the first brilliant victories in the valley of the Rio

r (irande, village after village, town after town, city after
i city, province after province, surrendered to the irresistiIble jiower and courage of our brave troops, until thecom;plete conquest of all pf northern Mexico was consumtmated In the eVet-glerlous victory won on the field of

Buena Vista.
It was hoped and believed that the signal display of our

power and prowess in overrunning the northern provinices of Mexico in the first campaign would humble the
t pride of this stubborn and infatuated enemy and induce
i bim to sue for peace. This expectation was not realized,

and the necessity of striking a decisive blow at the Very
heart of Mexico became apparent, fo Mr. Folk himself

f is due the high credit of having originated, planned, and
, arranged the expedition which was to strike this decisive
, blow. His plans met the Approval of his cabinet And the
, general-in-cmef, and were executed with a promptness,
, energy, and skill, which challenge the admiration of the
, world. The march of our troops frotq Vera Cruz to tHe
, city of Mexico was matkfid by a. series of hard-foughtbattles And splendid victories which scarcely finds a par,at lei in ancient or modern warfare. With the fall of the
. capital, fell the pride and power and spirit of Mexico.
, She was subdued, peace was conquered, and along with
, it a treaty which recognised our title to Texas and trans1ferred to us the vast territory embraced by New Mexico
, end California.

This is but a meagre sketch of the more important
measures which Were Crowded into the four years during

r which President Folk sat at the helm of the government.
I Time alone can develop their influence upon the future

ilpfttiniftn nf nur muntrv siml nf tho ivnrld Wo maty ho
' permitted, however, with becoming diffidence to lift the
! curtain that veils the future and look for a moment down
, the vista of time to see how some of these measures will
, probably affect the futtire history of our beloved country,In glaneiiig the eye over the eventful administration of
, President Polk, the mind is arrested by two features in it,
I which Stand out in bold rdlief.the Mexican war and the
i immense accessions bf territory to our national domain.

Need I stop to calculate or measure the amount of nationalgloty won by our gallant armies on the battle-fields
i of Mexico? The voice of an astonished world has alfready pronounced our eulogium. What corner of the
> earth, or what isle of the ocean, is so remote that it has

not heard of Mouterey.of Buena Vista.of Vera Cruz.
of Cerro Gordo.of Contreras.of Chepullepec.of Mo,lino del ftey ? Each one of these names is a tower of
strength, resplendent with the halo of our victories, on
which the eyes of freedom's votaries throughout the
world are gazing with longiug admiration, whilst tyrants

s everywhere look upon them and tremble. They are no
; many lofty bulwarks of national defence, whose bright
) beacon-tires proclaim to crowned heads that oUr sacred

honor can never be insulted with impunity. The cxhibi!tions of moral and physical power displayed by our
1 countrymen have dispelled a delusion under which
I foreign powers had long labored. They were ready to
< concede that, on our own soil and in defence of our
i homes arid family altars, our power could set invasion
i at defiance, but they denied to us the capacity or the

willingness to redress our wrongs, to avenge our insults,
and to vindicate our national honor, by seeking our eneImies and meeting dangers in a foreign land. 'Hencefforth they will concede that although we are a patient,

i long-suffering people, slow to anger and devoted to |>eace,
, yet that-, in vindicating our national honor, our power

is as terrible in prosecuting as in resisting an inva
1 sion. This conviction fastened upon the foreign mind by
f the memorable events of the Mexican war, will in future

constitute oar "shield and buckler" against insult or ag,gression, even more effectual tban strong walls or frown.ing battlements. As the mind of tbe patriot runs over the
. long catalogue of glorious achievements, his heart beats

with quicker and stronger devotion to his country, and
. his bosom swells with u loftier pride in being an Ameri-
» can citizen. He feels that in all the elements of national
i strength, national grandeur, and national glory, his counitry stands upon an elevation Which it never before occu,pied. Whilst he sheds a tear to the memory of the galtlant dead, whose bones are mouldering in a distant land,
> his heart overflows with gratitude tolhe patriotic wisdom
, of the statesman, ami to the heroic courage and chivalry
e of the officers ami soldiers who accotmdisned so much for
, their conntry. ^

t But this is no more than the beginning of our national
t destiny.the mere rosy tints of the early dawn, bespeaking the transcendent effulgence of the rising sun of day.
t When Mr. Polk ascended the executive chair, the march
s of freedom's empire westward was bounded by the Rocky
t mountains There sat the genius of Liberty on the craggy
> summit of this lofty battlement of nature, ga/.ing down

upon the broad Pacific, and anxious to bathe ber feet in
i its smooth and peaceful waters. To the north west lay

Oregon, subject only to the laws of savage Indians anil
bf usurping Britons. To the southwest lay New Mexitco and California, in which Mexican despotism maintain*

» ed a precarious dominion over the semi-barbarous tribes
of mixed nations. To the southeast lay Texas, where

: freedom had erected ber altar, but where Mexican infat[nation waa threatening to carry indiscriminate destruction
and extermination. Four yeats roll away, and how

i changed the scene ! By the magic operation of two trea;ties, these four empires of territory are born into the retpublican family. What an acquisition! Give wings to
I your minds and trace around its boundaries See it ex*
- tending along the Gulf of Mexico from the Sabine to the
f Rio del Norte.then westward s|«nning the continent,

and looking out upon (be Pacific through seventeen dergrees of north latitude, embracing the entire western
slope of the Rocky mountaius, and encircling with an em*
pire of wealth and power the mouth of the great Missisrsippi! Throughout this vast region nature has deposited

i in abundance the means of agricultural, mineral, and
commercial wealth, but there they were valueless for the
great purposes for which God created them, until they
were brought within the influence of the enterprise and
industry of a free people under the wise policy of our
late illustrious ex-President. Already the tide of emigraition, quickened by the miraculous accoi tits of mineral
wraith which reach us by every arrival, has commenced

t the work of peopling anrt reclaiming this immense terriilory. We may well jsiiise to look with astonishment
upon our stupendous structure of. republicanism, when
this vast empire shall be filled with an industrious population, when its unbounded resources shall be developed,when State alter State shall htve knocked and received
admittance into our Union, until our mighty republic ahall
present the grand spectacle of a confederacy of aovereignStates, spanning the continent from ocean to ocean.
What aation upon the face of the earth wilt then dispute
our pre-eminence in moral and physical po wer, in national
grandeur and happineas >

But the picture of our national destiny is not yet fullydrawn. In securing the long line of Pacific coast, with
ita noble harbors. President Polk has snatched the sceptreof commerce Irom the Old World, ami transferred it to
the New. He has laid the foundation of a total revolu,tion in the trade of the world. Henceforth we command
.L. l.L -t .L. II C. J ..
mi: wruiui ui me i no nr. miti inuian oceans. Me DM procuredthe key that will unlock the boumlleee treasure* ef
the East. When the indomitable peracverance and enterprieeof our countrymen abali hare connected the Atlanticwith the Pacific by railroad communication, (andwho now doubts euch a connexion.) we become at once
masters of the commerce af the world. Our position will
insure to us a virtual monopoly of the vast oriental trade,
and in all ages this trade baa carried along with it
wealth and dominion A distinguished statesman of
our country has traced its history and value with an eloquencewhich cannot but excite our ailmiration: "Look
at its ancient channels and the cities which it raised
into kingdoms, and the population which upon its
treasures became resplendent in science, learning, and
the arts. Tyre, Sidon, Balbec, Palmyra, Alexandria,
among its ancient emporiums, attest the power of
this commerce to enrich, to aggrandize, end to enlightennations. Constantinople in the middle aces, and
in the time of the Crusades, waa the wonder ofWeetern
Europe, and all because she was then a thoroughfare of
Asiatic commerce. Genoa and Venice, mere cities, in
later time became the match of kingdoms and the envy of
kings, from the mere dirided streams of this commerce
of which thay became the thoroughfare Lisbon had her
day, and Portugal her pre eminence during the little
while that the discovery of the Cape of Good Hope puther in communication with the East. Amsterdam, the
city of a little territory rescued from the sea, and the sevenUnited Provinces not equal in extent to one of our lesser
States, became great in arms, in letters, in wraith
and power.and all upon the East India trade. AndLondon.what makes her the commercial mistress of the 1
world.' What makes an Island no larger than our firsi jclaaa States, the mistress of possessions in the four quar-
ten of the globe.a match tor half of Europe and domi-
nant in Asia t What makes all this, or contributes most
to make it, but this same Astatic trade.' In no instance
has it failed to carry the nation or the people which poseased it to the highest pinnacle of wealth and power,and with it the highest attainments of letters, arts, ami
sciences."
With a proper appreciation of the-inestimable value of

this trade, you will understand the motives which actus-
ted British statesmen in their efforts to hold on to Oregon,

INION.
and to prevent the success of our policy in the acquisitionof Texas and of California. You will underatandi
also, why they are now straining every nerve to obtain
a foothold on the western continent. Great Britain was

struggling to maintain the mastery over the commercial
world, which ehe had enjoyed with undisputed sway for
ages. She saw a gigantic rival rising up in the west, and
lie saw with consternation that that rival was guided by
Counsels ot statesmanship, which would win from her
the sceptre of commerce, unless thwarted by her active
interference. The same superior statesmanship which
fixed its eye upon the trade of the East, as the gratld
object of its policy, saw that to make that policy coin-

pleteiy successful, no further European colonization j
should .be tolerated on the western continent. Time
will attest the sagacity of President Polk in proclaiming <

this noole doctrine to the powers of Europe. If it shall
he maintained with unshrinking firmness in the future
policy of our country, oar government will staud the
acknowledged colossus of nations, dispensing commer-
cial law to (be world, radiating the benign influence of
its frse institutions to every quarter of the globe, and securingits own Citizens in t|w enjoyment ol unexampled
pros|ierity and happiness. Each succeeding sun will rise
and set upon the freest, the haziest, and the most pow-
erful people on the face of the earth.a people in whose
healts will be forever embalmed the name and memory of
James K. Polk, as one of the purest patriots, wisest states-
men, and greatest benefactors of our codhffy. ,
The administration, of which 1 have attempted to give

a mere outline, came to a close on tbedtb of March, tsv.i 1

The entire work chalked out for execution in Mr. Polk's i

inaugural address, anil even more, had been accom-

plished.nothing that he had Undertaken was left unfinishedor incomplete. Our difficulties with foreign ita* I
tionn had all been amicably dV honorably adjusted, and j
we were fit peace with the world, whilst prosperity and
happiness prevailed throughodt. our own country.
With the witness of a goal conscience attesting thdt <

he had faithfully discharged his whole duty, Mr. Polk,
with unaffected cheerfulness, resigned the insignia of
office, surrendered the helm to his illustrious success- (

or, and descended into the ranks as a private citizen, i
His journey homeward was marked bv a succession ,
of enthusiastic demonstrations of popular approbation
and attachment, which gave to it more the appearanceof a victorious military chieftain returning home |
covered with laurels, than of a private citizen seeking
the retirement of a quiet home.
No man ever sought the happiness of private life with I

better prospects of finding it than did Mr. Polk. With j
ample means to command every comfort, he had the so-

ciety and Companionship of a wife whose superior intellectualendowments, combined with the choicest graces i

and virtues of female excellence, qualified her to shed ,
lustre upon public station, or to inluse contentment and
happiness into the domestic circle. How great an acces- 1

eldn he Would hake been to our immediate society, where |
he had determined to spend the evening of his life, all
who have appreciated his eminent private Virtues will
readily understand. Plain and simple in his manners, I
mild and forbearing in his temper, kind and sociable in ,
his disposition, liberal and tolerant in bis opinions, ac

:i-> 1 u.-_ .... ..,i hi. 1
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conversation, he waA eminently fitted to adorn and enlivenihe social circle, whilst his habitual and Conscientiousregard for virtue and morality in all his conduct,
combined with his uniform reverential respect for the
Christian religion, was well calculated to give weight to
the influence of his example. He was a regular reader
of the Bible, and a constant attendant upon divine worship.As illustrative ol his private habits and opinions
in connexion vt ith religious subjects, I may be indulged
in quoting entire a memorandum made by him on his fiftiethbirth-day, and left rtmbriast bis papers. It is as follows:"Sunday, Nov. i, ISdo..Attended the Methodist
Church (called the Foundry Church) to-day in Com[winy
with my private secretary, J. Knox Walker. It was an inclementday.there being rain from art early hour in the
morning.and Mrs. Polk and the ladies of atj household
did not attend church to-day. Mrs. Polk being a memberof the Presbyterian Church, I generally attend that
church with her, though my opinions and predilections
are in favor of the Methodist Church.
"This was ray birth-day.being fifty years old.havingbeen born, according to the Family Register in the

Family Bible, corroborated by the account given me by
my mother, on the ad of November, 17V5.
"The text to-day was from the Acts of the Apostles,

chap. 17, verse 311 ' Because be haih appointed a day in
the which he will judge the world in righteousneee by
the man whom he hath ordained.' It was communion
day in the church, and the sermon was solemn and forcible.It awakened tbe reflection that I had lived fifty
years, and that, before fifty years more would expire, I
would be sleeping with the generations which have gone
before me. 1 thought of the vanity of this world's honors.howlittle they would profit me half a century hence.
and that it was lime for me to be ' putting my house in
order.'"

In addition to the enjoyment which he anticipated in the
domestic and social circle, in his retirement he had determinedto employ his leisure hours in literary pursuits and
in arranging, digesting, and preparing tbe ample materials
in his |iosaession for a historical review of tbe political
events of his own times. With such hopes and anticipationshe had looked forward, with pleasure, to the terminationof his public career as tbe commencement of a oew
era of domestic and social happiness in his retirement.
To the enjoyment of such a retirement be was strongly
invited by the precarious condition of his physical constitution,which hail been greatly enfeebled and shatteredby the excessive labors and cares of public life. When
he returned amongst us we were all struck by the marks
of premature old age in his personal appearance. Four
years before, we hail seen him standing erect in our
midst, in tbe prime and vigor of manhood, receiving tbe
warm congratulations of his neighbors and friends upon
bis elevation to the highest office in the world. It Was
my fortune to be the organ through whom these congratulationswere tendered to him. How little did I then
suppose that, at the end of four years, f should see him
return with locks vieiug in whiteuess with the snow,
and his body bending as if under the age of many years!
Much less did it occur to my mind that in so short a time
I should be called to stand at his tomb and recount the
virtues and services of his life! But such has been the
will of an all-wise Providence, and we bow to it with
becoming submission. He returned among us literally
worn out in the service of his country; and instead of
finding the years of happiness which ne sought in his
beautiful retreat, he returned only to mingle lor a few
days with his friends, and then find an early grave. The
dread summons, however, was not unexpected to him,
nor was he unprepared to meet it. The conviction
fasteneiFopon his mind on his fiftieth birth-day had never
been erased, nor bad he abandoned the resolution then
formed.he had " put bie house in order," and, through
faith in the blood of a Redeemer, be had made his peace
with his Ood, and was prepared to pass through the dark
valley of the shadow of death without fear After attachinghimself to that branch of the ehurch for which
he haa long cherished and expressed bis predilection, he
waited with calm resignation and composure the approach
of death. Watched over and consoled in his expiring
moments by the partner of his bosom, whose society, for
more than twenty years, had thrown around his life its
purest enjoyment; and by the venerable mother who
gave him birth, whose prayers then, as during a long life,
were ascending to Uod for his choicest blessings on her
eon, together with many other near and dear relatives
and friends, be sunk gently and quietly to sleep on the
15th of June, I84»t to wake no more until the morning
of the resurrection. He had lived tbe life of an honest
man, a pure patriot, and a virtuous statesman.he died
the death of a true Christian. For the former he had his
reward in this world.for the latter a far richer reward in
the world to come.

lie's gone to bis home, like a well ripsa'd sheaf.
The ear in its fullness, and sear in iu leaf;
Tlie angels have borne him with jot to the skies.
The portal* of Heaven have closed on their priseHe'smtie. tika the snn at the drlne of dav.
When ahadea veil the earth m it* light lade* away,
In greatne«* he ruled, and in glory he roee.
When call'd by the Saviour from thia world of woe*.

He'a gone, like the watera In brighineta that flow,
Whito verdure and flower* clothe their bank* aa they go.
Till forth to the deep, in their grandeur they roll;
He'a gone to the ocean, tha home of the soul.
Ha't gone ! and the nation in aautkoloth la dreaaed ;
We mingle onr taara round the place o< hia roet'
Like a widow, who deeply doth mourn in her weed*.
We linger In lore round the aoene ol hi* deed*.

He watrh'd o'er the nation, he taw her bright form
Arite In i(n beauty 'mid battle and atorm t
Our aight, like an orphan'*, are heariiy drawn.
While npeaka the eotd marble.He it gone ! be iagone !

WlliLARDI KOTCI*.(llnco the ctoae of the laet heateeaa
caaon thia Hotel ha* undergone an entire renovation try paper,

log, painting, he., and many other improvement* added far the com
ton and eoavenieace of It* gneat*. With peraonal artentiea to boat
new, and with the aid of capable a**t*taata, I Hurt the Hotel will
merit a ahare of the cetnlag winter bu*ine*a.
Nov10.dJw H. A. WH.t,A«P.

An« CHAkCR rt>R t *PlTAl.Iirr»..We hare for
ale a large brick honae, with more and back building, in the

neighborhood of the Northern l.lhertie* market h<m«e.
A tun, three neat (Tame dwelling*, nn Ma**aehit*ett* avenue, near

7th rtreet.
Alwi, two line brick bonne* on I atreet, between (Ih nnd 7th atreet*.

Thia property will he wild low for caah, and peraon* winhing to per
thaae can learn farther particular* by catting upon aa at oer auction
moan, oppoaite Brown* Hotel, Pennsylvania nvanee.

EACH It TUCKER,
Nov If.St Ancunoeer*

Irving Hiatal. WarWagtrm,
Oerwev »f ferwylrwia eeeaaa aad IBM afreet.

GF.VTI.EMEN and famittea who may patroniae thia hotel wilt
Hod it la eaeellant order. It* *lto*Uoa la one of the heal in tha

city, and the eatahliahmant in all lit appointment* la wall calculated
lo inaare the coraforl of it* gaaata.

J. THOMAR,
Nov. H.eoSw bate of the Howard Hotel, New York.

CITY OF WASHINGTON.
SATURDAY MORNING, NOV. 17, 1849.

The I*routine-breakers, and (heir Ces4tassUoe.
One year ago this very uioutL the shout# of an exalting

multitude, the ringing of bells, bonfires, illuminations,
Mid various other demonstrations of joy, announced the
lriuiHt>hant election of Major General Zacbary Taylor to

ihe exalted and peerless office of President of the United
Slates, lie had, during the space of forty years, been
:ounected with the army, and, until recently, so undistinguishedand obscure as to be hardly known to the peofrierof the country which he served. His name was but
little known at home, and entirely unknown nbroad. He
bad taken no part in the political controversies with
which his country had been agitated; be had never

voted; he had done nothing to excite the admirationor the aversion of his countrymen. He thereforehad no enemies. Accident placed -him at Ihe
lead of the army which Was destined for the invalionof Mexico, fn the campaigns which that army
nade, if AChteVed splendid victories and covered itself
with glory. It was composed of men etery one of whom
was a Dero; ana waa guinea in na movements try ine

irofoundest military science of the country. It was there*
'ore not toije beaten by any force which the enemy could
iring against it. Its destiny was victory, whoever might
mmroand it. And, as usual in similar cases, the glories
which this #«li-Uppointed and ehivalric army achieved,
:lustered like so many brilliant gems around the brow of
ts commander. Gen. Taylor, therefore, had no enemies,
ind his friends and admirers were all his countrymen.
At length, sycophants and flatterers sought to make the

riumphs, the glories, and the fresh and green reputation
which the army had achieved for Gen. Taylor available
[or their own selfish purposes, and forthwith they fanned
nto flame the sparks of ambition which lurked in his
Josom, and stimulated in bis heart longing and unappeasableaspirations for the office most exalted in honor
uid most weighty in responsibility in the gift of bis counrymen.thepresidency. Hence he allowed himself to
>e used by others, and bent all his energies to secure the
iplendid prize which dazzled his eyes, and seduced him
rrom tht true path of his glory and fame into the mazy
and bewildering scenes of political demagogism and in*
:rigue. Under the guidance and Instruction of the more

artful and unscrupulous political stagers by whom he
was surrounded, he set himself to work to secure the conidenceof his eountrymen, and their support to the new
M-heiues of his ambition to which be devoted himtelf.He was the hero of many battles. He had
terved his country to the best of his ability in a

ust and righteous war. He had led a victorious
army which put to flight his country's enemies. These
ervices and successes excited the admiration and the

gratitude of the people. He professed to be an honest
and frank soldier; to know nothing of political intrigue;to have no well-deflned political principles;
o have no political likes or dislikes; to know no

friends nor enemies among bis admiring and grateful
countrymen. And he promised to be the President of
the people; to put an end to the violence and acrimony of

partisan warfare; to remove no man for opinion's sake;
UH1 10 IIK6 lue consuiuuuii ouu mc win in mc pcupiv

for bis guide. These were in substence the promisee of
Ibis old soldier ; and these promises were endorsed by his

leading friends and supporters, and the presses which adroeatedhis election.
The people gave credit to these pledges of an old Hero,

whose word of honor they regarded as sacred and bindingupon him as an oath taken in the presence of God.
They were grateful for his military services; and the
achievements Of the army of which he was the head, impressedthem with full confidence in his ability to administerthe great and honorable office which he sought with
success. They also desired that an end might be put to

the bitterness and virulence of party warfare, and they
hoped that the country would be permitted, under the guidance

of this favorite military chieftain, to enjoy at least
s few years of repoee and tranquillity. With these
motives sad ezpscuuons the people, including many ol
all parties, voted for him, and he was triumphantly elected.

Never did a man ascend the eurule chair of the republic
under auspices so fsvorable, and surrounded by

circumstances which promised so much honor to himsell
rami satisfaction to his countrymen. He had only to redeembia promises, and to fulfil the just expectations ol
the people which those solemn assurances had excited,
to be one of the most popular chief magistrates who
pver sat in the chair of Washington.
He cants into power. He look the oath of fidelity to

the constitution, and the oath of office; and under the
mlemn influences of those oaths, which had just ascended
From his lips to be registered on the record of a higher
than earthly tribunal, he, in substance, in his address to
the people on that occasion, reiterated those aacred
pledges which be made previous to his election, in order
to gain the confidence and support of bis countrymen.
What did this man, thus honored by and thus pledged

to the people, then do.' The story is briefly told. By
bis acts he violated all those pledges. He proved to the
people that be had a party; and, to the mortification and
disgust of every partiot, that party waa the same

which sympathized* with the enemies of his country
igainst whom he fought and conquered, lis provhd
to the people that all his pledges were as naught)
that he had friends to reward and enemies to punish
that, instead of being the enemy of proeeription, he war

its stern advocate; and that he waa the friend of thorn
who were most ruthless in their proecriptions of hie politicalopponents. In short, this man, who was to injurt
nobody for opinion's sake, permitted those under him to
make more remoral* for that cause alone than had beer
made under all previous administrations, from the beginningof the government. Instead of mgking " honesty
capacity, and fidelity" the chief qualifications for office, ai

he had promised, he allowed thoee acting in his name

to make partisan services the principal claim for prefer
ment. Instead of acting in a manner which would softer
down the asperities of party warfare, and give peart
and quiet to the country, be has acted in a manner the
beet calculated to foment party bitterness and strife. Ir
short, all his promises, and those of his friends and partisans,have been broken and disregarded, and thus hi
stands forth before the American people as thk violatoi

or THE FAITH WHICH HE FLEDOED TO THEM.

But this is not all. He has abused their confidence ir
other respects. He has abjured and abdicated the powei
which the constitution alone confers upon him, and re

posed it in his cabinet.a body wholly irresponsible tr

the people. He ha* permitted them to exercise the functionswhich alone pertain to his office, and to do acti
which the President of the United States alone can eon

stitutionally do. He has delegated the appointing powei
to his cabinet. He has voted in the cabinet on termi
of equality with its other members, permitting thi
majority to overrule his own voice and judgment
He has inflicted a deep wound upon the constitutionby thus endeavoring to remove the responsibility ol
executive acts from the shonlders of the President, whr
is responsible, to those of the cabinet, who are not re

sponsible to the American people. He has thus given thi
strongest evidence to the people that, from want ol
acquaintance with the high dutiea of statesmanship, ami
a deficiency of knowledge of men, he ia unequal to thr
discharge of the dntiea of his high office. Having abandonedthe helm 10 the cabinet, they have ahaped the policyof the administration. They hare directed He re-

morselet* and sweeping proscriptions, end its weak and
bungling management of our foraign relations.
Such are the acta of General Taylor and his cabinet in

the ftrst eight months of their career. Now, what ha*
been the response of the people ? Let us see. Since the
fourth of March, when this administration came into
power, elections bare been held in nearly every Stats is
the Union, and thus have the people spoken upon it*
acts, measures, and its viol aturns of the sacred promises
of General Taylor and the advocates of his election
We have not room to go into details, and will allude to

general results only. In every State which gave iu vote
to General Case, large and increased majorities have bees
given for the democratic candidates. In States decidedly
whig, the Taylor majorities have been greatly diminished,
while Connecticut, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Georgia,
and Louisiana.States which gave their votes to Genenl
Taylor, and thus secured his slectkm-<have repudiated
him and the party with whom ha has allied hituelf.
And in New York the result, under the untoward circumstancesin which the democratic party went into the
battle, may be regarded as a democratic victory.
And what has been the success of the administration,

even in the very strongholds of the whig party > It hu
hardly sustained itself, and has entirely failed to restore
the reign of the whig party in its former rigor and
potency. In Vermont, where it has always maintained
its ascendency, it has failed to elect a governor by the
people. In Massachusetts the result is similar, except
that it is more adverse to Taylorism than when the
General was elected. We believe that in Rhode Island,
where federalism has long trampled upon popular rights
and public liberty, the whig party has succeeded in maintainingiu ascendency, and electing ite governor by th*
people.
The administration, therefore, stands before the country

condemned and repudiated by the people. It has lost the
confidence of the people,and is, in every respect, a minority
adminiatration. It is so far in a rginority that it may be regarded

as a faction holding power and office against the
wishes of the people. The breach of solemn pledges
made by General Taylor and hi* supporters previous to
his election; the ruthless proscription practised by the
cabinet in his name; the weak and imbecile policy of the
cabinet, both foreign and domestic, have ail been passed
upon and condemned by the people. Even Gen. Taylor's
own State repudiates him, and proclaims, in a voire
which should awaken him to a sense of his true condition,that he has not redeemed bis promises, and has not

kept his faith with the people.
The result is, indeed, gratifying to the patriot. It proclaims

that if the people can be temporarily misled by
false promises and pledges, made to deceive them, they

> are quick to discover the cheat, and to expose and punish
its perpetrators. It establishes a grand moral in polities
worthy of the profound consideration of the party in
power, viz: that honmtt is the best policy.

tlta mmm n»iil«ntli».

The last two numbers of the Republic have contained
elaborate remarks upon the declaration of Mr. Monroe,
made in 1823, that this continent was no longer open to

the colonization of European monarchical powers. Tbe
object of the Republic seems to be, to make the impression

that tbe declaration is now obsolete, and that the
democratic party repudiated it in the celebrated debate os

tbe Panama mission in 1820. We well remember thai
Mr. Clayton, while a member of the Senate, took tbe
same position on Mr. Allen's resolutions presented ii
1846, and endeavored to make it appear that the principle*of the Monroe declaration were involved in tbe
Panama mission, and that Mr. Polk and the democrats
party, by opposing that unconstitutional mission, opposed
tbe principles of that declaration. This bald sophistry
was promptly exposed st tbe time in the columns of tbe
Uuton ; and now that it is brought forward a second tin*

. by the Republic.at the instance, wr must suppose, of Mr
Clayton himself.we shall employ oar first leisure times
exposing it again. The fact that the minor organ hit
made this effort to confound the Monroe declaration with
the entangling alliances proponed by tbe Panama nut

innis nminnufi of lh« a ka rvHrmms* ml of NifMiarm U

British colonization, and of the surrender of the righu
conveyed to tu in Nicaragua, in deference to the rtdiculooi
and unfounded pretensions put forward by the Britai
government, in the name of George Fredeiick Clareao
Augustus, the Sambo King of Mosquito.

In two weeks from Monday next, the Thirty-first Con
greea will meet; and we trust it is not yet too late for Ihu
hasty notice to reach some of our distant subscribers vko
are in arrears, or such persons as desire to take the (/mm,
who may send their dues or subscription money by their
representatives. Our friends ahould remember that «*

have an arduous task to perform.a life of severe Ishor
to undergo, which nothing but the most unflinching snl
for the cause of the country could enable us to sastss

They should also reflect that the expenses of our sent
lishment are very onerous. We have no Truman fluid
to frank circulars for us to extend our subscription fa;
we have no office-holders scattered ovsr the land, 10

curry favor at the White House, by enlisting recruit* fw
our special benefit. Our dependance is cpon our ows n'ertk>Qs, sustained by a spirit that never quails.upossst

1 disinterested friends, who, we feel, will never desert at

We hsve to rely upon the people and their eeuee, and «
invoke the assistance of the people for the eske of thur
CftUW.

With the eteadily increasing patronage of our paper vt

have no reason to complain; but the Weekly Unioa *

1 especially prospering; and, large as it is, and mech sun

comprebsnsirs than any weekly paper which is ueari
from our vicinity, ws have made arrangements, by thasd

' of smaller type, to give very copious reports of the pre
readings of Congress without entrenching upon the pel*'
ical and miscellaneous columns. It is now unqeeslioas

> biy one of the cheapest papers in the country, brought
1 down, as it is, to the eleb price. Our desire » *>

keep pace with the patronage bestowed upon the (/** <

' and to enlarge the sphere of its usefulness We csssnt
doubt the full coopsratio* of the democratic party.

I It is strange that the present administration, with til to

i anxiety to produce vacancies and create offices for to

. party, should have saftred the missions to St. I'etenfat

. and Vienna to remain so long in abeyance. Is it <fa

t it wishes to have some bonbon in its hands for the (fa-
fication of w>me favorite member* of Congress «

i friend*, or perhaps of some retiring members of thecal
r themselves >

The public interest seem* to require these vacs*"**11
i be filled ; for the legation* at each conrt, aad the P*P"*

of each embassy, are left in the hand* of consul* who "

i not American* by birth, nor perhaps in sympathy* "

principle.
W. H. Stiles, Esq., oar late charge d'aflmres at Views

has arrived in Washington, from his mission, in P**1
health and spirits, has taken roome at Willard'*, l'"'

will, in the course of two or three days, set out for h»«

residence in Georgia. At an early day be informed tb»

present administration that he was ready to comply will
their wishes, and resign his appointment. He returns, «t

coarse, of his own accord.

f The Baltimore American has republished the ndie*Iloo* stuff of the Washington RtptMu about the'^Frenrf
organ." Wonder whether the same "American"
republish our positive contradiction of that article ! Nw
vtrrontf aa eome American editor is in the habit o<

aying.


